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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 -2 and 1 2-1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Nakagawa et al (US 6029563 A). 

Nakagawa discloses a cooking apparatus to be used as an automatic bread 
making apparatus where: a housing (A); a container receivable in the housing (7 and/or 
8) into which breadmaking ingredients are fed; a stirrer (12-13 and/or 71 and/or 82) for 
stirring the breadmaking ingredients fed in the container; a stirring control section (113) 
for controlling an operation of the stirrer; a temperature control section (114) for 
controlling temperature in the container; and a central control section (1 1) for controlling 
the stirring control section and the temperature control section in accordance with a 
breadmaking sequence using rice flour wherein when using breadmaking ingredients 
containing rice flour, the breadmaking ingredients containing the rice flour is mixed 
before kneading the breadmaking ingredients and the rice flour is mixed before 
kneading the breadmaking ingredients (col. 1, lines 9-11), wherein the central control 
section is configured to control the stirring control section and the temperature control 
section to mix bread-making ingredients containing rice flour by stirring the breadmaking 
ingredients for a shorter time than at kneading the breadmaking ingredients performed 
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after mixing the breadmaking ingredients to promote the rice flour to hydrate without 
raising the viscosity of the breadmaking ingredients, and wherein the stirrer includes a 
blade (Fig. 2; 17) mounted on a bottom of the d and a rotating member (12-13 and/or 71 
and/or 82) for rotating the blade, and the central control section (1 1) is further 
configured to cause the stirring control section to execute such a control that the 
number of revolutions of the blade per given time is smaller at mixing the breadmaking 
ingredients to ensure that powdery components are prevented from flying. 

Response to Arguments 
In response to applicant's argument that "there is no disclosure or suggestion 
that the central control section controls a breadmaking sequence using rice flour", a 
recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention must result in a structural 
difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in order to patentably 
distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is 
substantially identical as that of the recited structure, the prior art is capable of 
performing the intended use. See MPEP 21 12. Furthermore, the crux of applicant's 
arguments as well as newly added claims 12 and 13 also pertain to the specific process 
which the claimed invention is said to control; however, the issue remains that the 
structural differences have not been delineated from the prior art. All of the claimed 
structural limitations have been addressed in the instant office action. It is also noted 
that the manner of operating the device does not differentiate apparatus claim from the 
prior art. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRETT SPURLOCK whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1387. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH, M-F, 8:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tu Hoang can be reached on 5712724780. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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